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Review	of	the	CD	containing	‘The	Feasts	of	Fear	and	Agony,	‘Music	for	3	instruments’	
and	‘Improvisations’,	by	Liesbeth	Devos,	soprano	and	Het	Collectief,	cond.	Vykintas	
Baltakas.	
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Translation	
	
Bram	Van	Camp	(b.	Antwerp,	1980)	has	studied	music	under	Wim	Hendrickx	at	the	Royal	
Conservatory	of	Antwerp	and	later	at	the	Amsterdam	Conservatory	in	the	classes	of	Theo	
Loevendie	and	Wim	Henderickx.	He	has	also	taken	other	lessons	with	Daan	Manneke,	Klaas	
de	Vries	and	Fabio	Nieder,	and	also	holds	a	degree	in	violin	and	chamber	music.	His	style	
leaves	open	much	room	to	an	intuition	that	results	in	a	natural	style.	The	rhapsodic	aspect	
of	‘Improvisations’	for	solo	violin	conceals	a	latent	complex	internal	structure.	Van	Camp	
seeks	to	create	an	organic	music	which	makes	possible	an	architectural	unit	held	together	
by	harmony	and	form.	‘Music	for	3	instruments’	refers	to	Bartok,	who	uses	the	same	
instrumentation	in	his	‘Contrasts’:	the	three	protagonists	fuse	together	to	create	a	trio.	The	
title	‘Music’	reflects	well	the	abstract	nature	of	the	result.	‘The	Feasts	of	Fear	and	Agony’,	
poetry	by	Paul	Van	Ostaijen	(1896-1928)	set	to	music	is	the	only	work	with	text	on	the	CD.	
The	text	already	has	an	intrinsic	rhythm	that	the	music	faithfully	follows.	Liesbeth	Devos	
seems	to	be	the	ideal	interpreter	for	this	cycle	with	diversified	vocality	that	she	plays	in	a	
very	expressive	way.	
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